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PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 

It’s  that  time  of  the  year  when  we've  come  back  from  our  vacations  and 
haven't  at  yet  become  used  to  the  job  of  making  a living.  But  it's  one  of 
those  things  we've  conquered  before  and  can  do  again. 

Since  our  convention  at  St.  Louis  much  has  been  done.  Among  the  most 
satisfying  accomplishments  is  that  of  our  secretary  Dr.  F.  S.  Epps  who  took 
over  after  Earl  Brown  became  ill.  He  has  everything  under  control.  Please 
don't  think  that  I infer  that  Earl  didn't  do  a good  job.  He  did  an  excellent 
job  but  it's  quite  possible  and  natural  that  two  men  might  do  the  same 
job  differently  each  to  his  own  system  and  personal  rhythm.  We've  been 
blessed  with  some  fine  secretaries  and  Dr.  Epps  is  continuing  in  that  same 
fine  tradition.  He  is  very  much  a go-getter,  which  is  certainly  to  our 
advantage. 

Another  accomplishment  is  the  fine  work  of  our  Convention  Planning 
Committee.  This  committee  was  to  feel  out  certain  cities  which  could  take 
over  the  CSNS  convention  and  get  them  to  make  application  for  this  an- 
nual affair.  Last  year  at  this  time  we  had  St.  Louis  and  Cincinnati  set.  Now 
I'm  proud  to  say  that  the  schedule  is  as  follows:  1958 — Cincinnati,  May 
9-11;  1959 — Kansas  City,  April  24-26;  I960 — Detroit,  dates  to  be  an- 
nounced; 1961 — Minneapolis  has  asked  for  this  date. 

I understand  others  are  planning  to  make  bids  for  still  later  dates.  This 
longtime  outlook  is  healthy  for  both  the  CSNS  and  the  local  club.  In  plan- 
ning this  way  the  local  club  can  get  a break  on  the  hotel  and  the  dates,  a 


tough  problem  in  these  days  of  conventions.  The  committee  is  under  the 
able  chairmanship  of  Harold  Baker. 

And  still  another  accomplishment  is  that  of  the  Convention  Guide  Com 
mittee  headed  by  Lillard  Culver.  This  committee's  job  was  to  plan  a 
helpful  guide  for  all  future  general  chairmen  of  CSNS  conventions.  The 
guide  is  now  in  mimeographed  form  and  has  been  sent  to  all  committee 
members  for  final  corrections  and  suggestions.  This  should  be  completed 
in  the  very  near  future.  Good  work,  men. 

Two  other  accomplishments,  although  not  on  the  grand  scale  of  the 
previous  ones  but  still  important,  are  two  set  up  by  our  secretary.  He  has 
prepared  and  sent  out  new  laminated  life  membership  cards  to  all  life 
members.  In  addition,  he  is  getting  badges  for  the  officers  and  board  mem- 
bers to  wear  at  CSNS  and  other  conventions.  So  that  when  an  officer  dis- 
plays this  he  will  have  the  recognition  he  deserves.  For  example,  suppose 
an  officer  suggests  membership  to  a newcomer.  This  prospective  member 
will  not  have  to  say  ’’Who  are  you?"  or  "what's  your  connection  with 
CSNS?"  It  should  make  contacts  easier  and  more  satisfying  all  around. 

So  much  for  our  accomplishments.  The  CSNS  is  now  in  that  growing 
stage  of  all  teenagers  when  we  outgrow  our  things  even  before  we  get  a 
good  chance  to  wear  them.  We'll  be  sixteen  years  old  at  Cincinnati,  you 
know.  One  of  the  big  problems  of  our  growing  process  is  the  problem  of 
exhibit  and  bourse  cases.  We've  been  borrowing  them  from  fhe  A.N.A. 
which  has  been  more  than  generous  in  helping  us.  But  complications  come 
up.  So  it's  high  time  that  we  began  to  accumulate  cases  for  ourselves. 
This,  of  course,  costs  money  and  our  problem  will  be  to  secure  the  money 
with  which  to  buy  cases  and  to  find  a company  that  will  make  the  cases 
for  us  at  a reasonable  price.  Have  you  any  suggestions?  If  you  have,  con- 
tact Harold  Baker,  Ted  Pokorney,  or  Harry  Boosel. 

In  the  meantime,  good  health  and  good  luck.  I'll  be  seeing  you  in 
Zinzinnati,  as  Sol  Kaplan  calls  his  lively  metropolis. 

— E.  C.  GERBER,  CSNS  President 

SHORT  MESSAGE  FROM  YOUR  SECRETARY 

Your  new  secretary  has  been  busy  since  the  St.  Louis  convention,  mostly 
in  trying  to  assimulate  the  many  details  that  go  with  the  proper  functioning 
of  this  office. 

We  still  have  quite  a few  delinquent  members  on  dues  for  the  current 
year,  1957-1958.  We  don't  want  to  lose  you.  We  want  to  grow  in  numbers 
and  thereby  grow  in  strength.  If  you  should  happen  to  fall  in  this  category, 
please  send  me  the  yearly  "buck". 

Do  you  realize  that  the  best  bargain  still  available  is  a life  membership 
in  the  CSNS  for  $15.00? 

— DR.  F.  S.  EPPS,  CSNS  Secretary 

YOUR  CLUB  SHOULD  BELONG  TO  CSNS 

If  your  coin  club  is  not  a member  of  the  Central  States  Numismatic 
Society,  it  should  be;  only  seven  clubs  in  this  area  have  joined  the  Society. 
They  are:  Central  Illinois  Numismatic  Society,  Chicago  Coin  Club,  Fox 
Valley  Stamp  and  Coin  Club,  Heart  of  America  Numismatic  Association, 
Missouri  Numismatic  Society,  Norwood  Coin  Club  and  Oak  Park  Coin  Club. 
Write  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  application  blank  and  take  up  the  matter 
at  your  next  club  meeting. 
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WHAT  IS  A "NICKEL?" 


For  a long  time  now  the  term  "nickel"  has  been  applied,  loosely  and 
colloquially  but  never  officially,  to  certain  American  coins.  And  well  it 
might  not  be  officially,  for  never  has  such  a coin  been  authorized  by  the 
U.S.  Congress.  Nowhere  in  the  statutes  is  the  term  used  as  a denomination, 
but  only  in  its  true  sense  — as  a metal.  In  popular  parlance,  however,  the 
current  five  cent  piece  is  a "nickel."  Let  us  see  if  it  is. 

The  metal  was  originally  called  kupfernickel  (copper  nickel)  by  the  Ger 
man  miners  who  thought  the  ore  contained  copper  but  which  yielded  none. 
Kupfer,  of  course,  referred  to  copper;  nickel  may  meant  demon  or  dwarf. 

Historically,  nickel  was  first  isolated  by  Cronstedt  in  1751  and  obtained 
in  the  pure  state  by  Bergman  in  1775.  Nickel's  relation  to  coinage  began 
very  early,  Bactrian  coins  in  the  third  century  B.C.  having  contained  a 
nickel  alloy.  The  Chinese  also  are  reported  to  have  used  it.  The  first  sug- 
gestion for  its  use  in  the  United  States  ca'rne  from  Dr.  Lewis  Feuchtwanger 
who  thought  a variety  of  German  silver  (one  part  nickel,  one  part  zinc, 
three  parts  copper)  would  be  perferable  to  copper  in  coinage  and  made 
trial  pieces  from  the  alloy. 

As  is  well  known,  the  first  American  five  cent  pieces  were  of  silver  and 
were  called  half  dimes.  Until  1829  this  coin  bore  no  indication  of  its  value 
but  in  that  year  "5c"  was  added  to  designate  the  denomination.  This  coin 
was  freguently  called  a five  cent  piece,  as  in  the  New  Orleans  Picayune 
of  August  22,  1840:  "Lost  — near  Rockett’s.  . . . two  five  cent  pieces,  a 
caboose  house,  a pair  of  duck  trousers,  a copper  fastened  schooner." 

By  the  1850s  there  was  dissatisfaction  with  the  large  copper  cents  and  by 
1856-1857  Congress  was  not  only  ready  to  do  something  about  it,  but  did. 
The  result  was  a new,  small  cent.  Its  composition?  Copper,  88%,  nickel, 
12%.  This  marked  the  introduction  of  the  metal,  nickel,  into  our  regular 
coinage  and  the  combination  continued  until  1864.  Because  of  the  nickel 
the  new  coin  had  a lighter  appearance  which  resulted  in  its  being  called  a 
white  cent  and  also  a nickel."  An  early  example  of  the  word  "nickel"  in- 
dicating a denomination  was  this  taken  from  the  New  York  Herald  of  May 
24,  1857:  " 'Nary  red'  will  soon  be  an  obsolete  phrase  among  the  boys' 
and  nary  nickel'  will  take  its  place."  The  Chicago  Tribune  of  May  I,  1863, 
yielded  this:  "The  heavy  coinage  of  'nickels'  still  continues,  the  number 
made  last  week  at  the  mint  in  Philadelphia  being  53,000."  As  late  as  1918, 
the  term  was  still  applied  to  these  cents:  "By  nickels  are  meant  one  cent 
coins  made  of  copper-nickel."  (Pub.  Col.  Soc.  XX,  222). 

The  next  coin  to  contain  nickel  was  three  cent  piece  first  struck  in  1865. 
The  earlier  one  had  been  made  of  silver.  The  1865  coin  had  75%'  copper 
and  25%  nickel  and  also  received  the  nickname  of  "nickel"  from  nineteenth 
century  Americans. 

In  1866,  Congress,  in  these  words,  authorized  a new  five  cent  coin,  "There 
shall  be  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  a five  cent  piece  composed 
of  copper  and  nickel"  (Statutes  at  Large,  LIV,  47).  The  amount  of  copper 
and  nickel  was  in  the  same  proportion  as  that  of  the  three  cent  piece.  Mark 
Twain,  in  Roughing  It,  published  in  1872,  did  not  have  this  coin  in  mind 
when  he  said  "West  of  Cincinnati  the  smallest  coin  in  use  was  the  silver 
five  cent  piece."  One  of  the  first  clear  references  to  the  term  "nickel" 
as  a denomination  was  in  the  Century  Magazine  of  February,  1882,  which 
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said  "The  South  will  learn  . . . the  difference  between  a cent  and  a nickel." 

Until  World  War  II  the  composition  of  the  five  cent  coin  remained  con- 
stant and  folks  continued  dubbing  it  a "nickel."  That  the  transference  in 
the  public  mind  of  "nickel  the  metal"  to  "nickel  the  denomination"  was 
becoming  more  and  more  fixed  is  evident.  Two  things  point  this  up.  First, 
the  issuance  of  wooden  token  money  in  the  1930s  which  bore  the  anomalous 
name  of  "wooden  nickels"  to  indicate  a face  value  of  five  cents.  Second, 
the  withdrawal  of  nickel  the  metal  entirely  from  our  five  cent  piece  from 
1942  to  1945  and  the  substitution  of  a new  metallic  content  of  56%  copper, 
35%  silver  and  9%  manganese.  The  coin  was  still  called  a "nickel"  by  the 
American  public.  In  1946  the  nickel  content  was  restored,  thus  making  those 
who  wish  to  call  it  a "nickel"  at  least  25%  right  again. 

And  so  you  may  ask:  What  is  a nickel?  And  the  answer  would  have  to 
be:  It's  a one  cent  piece,  minted  1856  to  1864;  it's  a three  cent  piece 
minted  from  1865  to  1889;  it's  a five  cent  piece  first  minted  in  1866;  it's 
a five  cent  piece  minted  from  1942  to  1945,  even  though  that  coin  con- 
tained no  nickel,  and  it's  a wooden  token  issued  since  the  1930s  which  has 
been  declared  to  have  a valuation  of  five  cents. 

—ELSTON  G.  BRADFIELD 

FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  CSNS  CONVENTION 

Ths  first  large  numismatic  meeting  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  that  held  by 
the  Central  States  Numismatist  Society  April  26  to  28,  1957,  at  the  Statler 
Hotel.  The  host  club,  Missouri  Numismatic  Society,  under  the  guidance  of 
its  president,  D.  Wayne  Johnson,  and  General  Chairman  James  A.  Berkel, 
performed  like  veterans  and  gave  the  visitors  a taste  of  real  Missouri  hos- 
pitality. In  addition  to  the  358  registered,  several  hundred  other  collectors 
were  present. 

With  Eric  P.  Newman  as  master  of  ceremonies,  the  banquet  was  a high 
spot  which  215  attended.  Two  editors,  Lee  Hewitt  of  the  NUMISMATIC 
SCRAPBOOK  and  Elston  G.  Bradfield  of  THE  NUMISMATIST  and  the 
SENTINEL,  were  introduced  and  spoke  briefly.  Immediately  following  the 
dinner,  an  educational  forum  was  held  in  which  Mr.  Newman,  Walter  H. 
Breen  and  A.  M.  Kagin  took  part. 

Noteworthy  was  Eric  Newman's  special,  noncompetitive  exhibition  of 
rarities,  which  included  one  of  the  two  known  original  Confederate  half 
dollars,  the  100  mill  Nova  Constellatio  silver  pattern,  the  only  known  speci- 
men of  the  Connecticut  cent  with  the  figure  facing  and  seated  to  the 
right,  finest  known  specimen  of  the  1737  Higley  coinage,  the  earliest  known 
picture  of  St.  Louis  which  is  a vignette  on  an  early  St.  Louis  bank  note,  and 
a gold  1792  president  coin  reportedly  carried  as  a pocket  piece  by  Presi- 
dent Washington. 

Best  in  show  award  went  to  Maurice  M.  Burgett  for  his  colonial  and  con 
tinental  paper  money  in  fractional  denominations.  Other  exhibit  winners 
were  Gaston  Di  Bello  and  Bernard  Marshfield  in  U.S.  coins;  Theodore  F. 
Pokorney,  Col.  James  W.  Curtis  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  La  Mar  Davis  in  coins 
before  1500;  Carl  Lounsberry  in  foreign  coins;  Glenn  B.  Smedley,  James 
Kirkwood  and  Harold  Baker  in  the  paper  money  class;  and  Arlie  Slabaugh, 
H.  S.  Sherwin  and  William  W.  Luitje  in  the  specialized  group. 

Louis  R.  Karp  was  elected  to  the  board  of  governors  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  late  Richard  Kenney.  Dr.  F.  S.  Epps  was  elected  secretary- 


treasurer  succeeding  Earl  C.  Brown  who  resigned  because  of  severe  illness. 
Mr.  Brown  was  named  in  a special  resolution  in  appreciation  of  his  years 
of  unselfish  and  devoted  service  to  the  Society  and  he  and  Mrs.  Brown 
were  voted  life  members  of  CSNS. 

Medals  of  merit  were  received  by  I.  T.  Kopicki  and  Ray  Fiscus.  The 
auction  was  conducted  by  James  Kelly  and  was  well  attended  by  conven- 
tioneers. 

The  53  dealers  who  made  up  the  bourse  were  accommodated  by  having 
enough  space  for  the  collectors  who  were  intent  on  buying  or  selling  numis- 
matic items.  In  demand  were  Indian  cents  and  proof  sets  before  1936. 

Chairman  of  the  various  committees  were  Arno  S.  Meyer  (exhibits),  Fred 
J.  Bascom  (registration),  William  A.  Mary  (program),  D.  Wayne  Johnson 
(auction  and  banquet),  Allen  Bollmeier  (bourse  and  badges),  Lloyd  E.  Richey 
(security),  W.  G.  Arnold  (membership),  Carl  Lounsberry  (special  exhibit), 
Harry  E.  Coulter  (door  prizes)  and  Art  Kelley  (publicity).  Ladies  entertain- 
ment was  handled  by  Mesdames  James  Berkel,  Allen  Bollmeier,  Art  Kelley 
and  W.  G.  Arnold. 

RESOLUTIONS  AT  ST.  LOUIS  CONVENTION 

The  resolutions  committee  at  the  St.  Louis  CSNS  conventions  presented 
the  following,  which  were  adopted: 

The  Missouri  Numismatic  Society,  as  our  hosts,  has  established  a new 
record  of  efficiency,  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term.  General  Chairman 
James  A.  Berkel  and  his  12  committees  functioned  like  veterans  of  long 
experience  — managing  an  unfamiliar  and  always  difficult  job  in  superb 
fashion. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  exhibitors,  whose  cases  held  items  of  real  distinc- 
tion; and  the  "special  exhibit"  — a constellation  of  14  first  magnitude  rari- 
ties, whose  historical  interest  at  least  equalled  their  financial  rating,  reflected 
keen  enterprise  on  the  part  of  Carl  Lounsberry  and  his  committee. 

Our  appreciation  goes  also  to  James  Kelly  who,  as  on  former  similar 
occasions,  furnished  and  conducted  a most  successful  auction.  Ample  police 
protection  was  clearly  evident  at  all  times,  a fact  of  special  interest  both 
to  exhibitors  and  dealers,  the  latter  numbering  at  least  fifty.  The  advance 
publicity  given  by  Art  Kelley  deserves  its  share  of  credit  for  the  remarkably 
fine  attendance.  Our  headquarters,  the  Stabler  Hotel,  rate  our  genuine 
thanks  for  their  complete  cooperation  throughout  the  convention.  The  very 
gracious  welcome  given  the  visiting  ladies  by  their  Entertainment  Committee 
was  in  complete  harmony  with  the  general  spirit  of  the  whole  affair. 

Special  mention  is  also  due  the  souvenir  program:  the  very  lovely  two- 
tone  front  cover,  with  its  halftone  engraving  from  a photograph  by  Herb 
Weitman;  and  the  notable  excellence  of  the  typography  and  arrangement 
of  the  inside  pages  — truly  a fitting  souvenir  of  a happy  occasion. 

"For  all  this,  we  give  thanks." 

—HAROLD  BAKER;  WYARD  TROJA;  BURTON  H.  SAXTON,  Chairman 

BOURSE  SPACE  FOR  1958  CONVENTION  AVAILABLE 

For  bourse  space  at  the  1958  Cincinnati  convention,  please  communicate 
with  General  Chairman  Sol  Kaplan,  415  Race  St.,  Cincinnati  2,  Ohio. 


CHANGES  IN  MEMBERSHIP 
Membership  data  since  listing  of  March  30,  1957 

(Compiled  Sept.  14,  1957) 


New  Members 

917.  Berk,  Harold  H.  ....  576  E Market  St.,  Warren,  Ohio 

918.  Lefman,  Ray  O.  412  So.  Van  Brunt,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

919.  Heart  of  Am.  Num.  Assn.  . .412  So.  Van  Brunt,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

920.  Reed  Earl  7823  Greendale,  Raytown,  Mo. 

921.  Ellis,  Buford  . 8416  Wabash,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

922.  Klausen,  Jack  ...  ...  .3239  No.  66th  Terr.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

923.  Whitt,  Galen  C .711  No.  Noland,  Independence,  Mo. 

924.  Joslin,  Don  . .1842  E.  67th  Terr.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

925.  Lowe,  Allison  5206  Highland,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

926.  Hardman,  Ralph,  Jr.  .....  . 2108  So.  9th,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

927.  Ziegler,  Joe,  Jr.  .501  So.  Lawn,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

928.  Moore,  Roy  W.  733  E.  72nd  Terr.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

929.  Janda,  Virginia  9512  Wyandotte,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

930.  Vaccaro,  Charles  318  No.  Lawn,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

931.  Fowler,  H.  M.  . 4337  Campbell,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

932.  Bondon,  Ralph  300  No.  Kensington,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

933.  Markese,  Tony  330  Gladstone  Blvd. , Kansas  City,  Mo. 

934.  Cannetella,  Felix  ..  ..  .323  So.  Van  Brunt,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

935.  Maxim,  John  1412  So.  41st.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

936.  Hochberg,  David  ....  5724  Cherry,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

937.  Fritts,  Ralph  O Amsterdam,  Mo. 

938.  Geissal,  Philiph  E 423  W.  62nd,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

939.  Olive,  Mrs.  Minnie  M.  218  E.  1st,  Spring  Valley,  III. 

940.  Elliott,  W.  H ...  . .1907  E.  13th.  PL,  Tulsa  4,  Okla. 

941.  Stalons,  W.  H.,  Jr .3530  "J"  St.,  Lincoln  10,  Nebr. 

942.  Zimmerman,  S.  T.  P.O.  Box  509,  Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

943.  Andres,  C.  B.  . .......  .13967  Meyers,  Detroit  27,  Mich. 

944.  Tiefenthal,  James  3020  Duke  St.,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

945.  Falater,  Larry  .14842  Alma,  Detroit  5,  Mich. 

946.  Jensen,  D.  W.  . Humboldt,  Iowa 

947.  Jacobson,  Ralph  E.  77  W.  Washington,  Room  1609,  Chicago,  III. 

948.  Holmberg,  Arnold  T.  4037  Harriet  Ave.  So.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

949.  Thorson,  Arnold  A.  KTCA-TV,  Bldg.  TSA,  Room  I 10,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

950.  Baum,  Mrs.  Carmen  ....  617  — 8th  Ave  No.,  So.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

951.  Curtis,  Oce  1212  Yale  PL,  Misseapolis  3,  Minn. 

952.  DeVos,  Prosper  E.  P.O.  Box  454,  Carnegie,  Pa. 

953.  Maries,  Mrs.  Jack  . P.O.  Box  833,  Calgary,  Ala.  Canada 

954.  Voecks,  Fred  . ...  .318  E.  Harris,  Appleton,  Wis. 

955.  Derscheid,  Vincent  K 328  E.  Harris,  Appleton,  Wis. 

956.  Dick,  R.  L.  . .516  Ohio  Ave.,  Grand  Haven,  Mich. 

957.  Winters,  M.  G .3328  Lee  Ave.,  Minneapolis  22,  Minn. 

1000.*  Branigan,  Robert  1158  Central,  Beloit,  Wis. 

*Granted  by  special  dispensation 

Deceased 

91.  Gaulke,  Edward  C.,  Sr.  3233  N.  20th,  Milwaukee  6,  Wis. 

779.  Mathews,  Harry  C.  P.O.  Box  470,  Red  Bank,  N.J. 
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Resignations 

/96.  Butterfield,  Mrs.  Paul  W.  . .229  W.  Baldwin,  Alpena,  Mich. 

490.  Gruender,  Oscar  C.  11828  So.  Ardath,  Inglewood  4,  Calif. 

788.  Lashmet,  Edwin  F.  . 638  Annin  Ave.,  Detroit  3,  Mich. 

57.  Polzer,  Mrs.  H.  L.  2661  No.  47th,  Milwaukee  10,  Wis. 

460.  Roy,  Edith  H.  ....  2604  Ethel  Ave.,  Muncie,  Ind. 

Transfers  from  Regular  to  Life  Membership 

L.M-69.  Nolan  J.  Thomas  ....  Reg.  no.  751 

LM-70.  Epps,  Dr.  F.  Stevens  Reg.  no.  560 

LM-71.  Brown,  Dudley  C.  . Reg.  no.  885 

LM-72.  Brown,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  C.  ........  Reg.  no.  371  & 777 

LM-73.  Yablun,  Raymond  L.  Reg.  no.  793 

LM-74.  Krause,  Chester  L.  .......  ......  Reg.  no.  656 

LM-79*  Kolman,  Michael,  Jr.  . . ...............  Reg.  no.  618 

*Special  request  number  granted 

The  by-laws  state  that  members  delinquent  in  dues  as  of  July  31st  shall 
be  dropped.  Your  officers  have  deceided  to  hold  these  this  year  until  Oct. 
31,  1957  in  sincere  hopes  that  the  28  now  in  this  status,  will  some  of  them, 
desire  to  renew.  Remember  the  final  deadline  is  Oct.  31,  1957. 

Members  in  good  standing  as  of  this  date,  Sept.  14,  1957  total  451. 


Information  Wanted 

LM-31.  Holland,  Charles  W.  address  and  information  as  to  whether  he  is 

living,  sick  or  deceased. 


CSNS  1958  CONVENTION 

The  sixteenth  annual  convention  of  the  Central  States  Numismatic  So- 
ciety is  set  for  May  9 to  II,  1958,  at  the  Netherlands-Hilton  Hotel,  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio.  Sol  Kaplan,  general  chairman,  and  his  colleagues  of  the  host 
club,  the  Cincinnati  Numismatic  Association,  promise  a memorable  occa- 
sion. For  information,  dealers,  exhibitors  and  others  are  requested  to  get 
in  touch  with  Mr.  Kaplan  at  415  Race  St.,  Cincinnati  2. 


CSNSERS  IN  THE  NEWS 

CSNSer  Glenn  B.  Smedley  has  been  elected  first  vice  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association;  Matt  Rothert,  A.N.A.  second  vice  pres- 
ident; Lewis  M.  Reagan,  reelected  general  secretary  of  the  A.N.A.;  Harold 
Klein,  reelected  A.N.A.  treasurer;  CSNS  Past  Presidents  James  Curtis  and 
C.  C.  Shroyer,  elected  to  the  A.N.A.  board  of  governors.  CSNSer  August 
Hausske  along  with  NUMISMATIST  and  SENTINEL  Editor  Elston  G.  Brad- 
field  received  A.N.A.  silver  medals  of  merit  at  the  Philadelphia  convention; 
Several  CSNSers  also  won  exhibit  prizes  at  the  national  meeting.  CSNSers 
Lee  Hewitt  and  Richard  Yeoman  received  the  1957  silver  medals  of  merit 
presented  annually  by  the  Chicago  Coin  Club  to  those  of  its  members 
who  have  performed  outstanding  service  to  the  club  and  for  numismatics 
in  general.  The  A.N.A.  Farran  Zerbe  award  went  this  year  to  Richard 
Y eoman. 

PROOF  SETS  NEAR  MILLION 

As  of  August  31,  a total  of  922,199  proof  sets  of  1957  had  been  struck. 


EARL  BROWN  UNCHANGED 

Earl  C.  Brown,  former  CSNS  secretary,  is  still  partially  paralyzed  and 
confined  to  bed  in  the  Lakeview  Home,  6330  Sheridan  Rd. , Chicago,  III. 
His  friends  are  urged  to  drop  him  a line  now  and  then,  as  he  is  always 
cheered  v/hen  he  receives  a get  well  card  or  letter. 

CONVENTION  GUIDE  BOOK  COMMITTEE 

At  Indianapolis,  Pres.  Gerber  appointed  a committee  to  prepare  a con- 
vention guide  for  the  use  of  clubs  which  are  hosts  to  future  conventions. 
Chairman  is  Lillard  W.  Culver;  other  members  are  Ray  Fiscus,  Harold  Bowen, 
James  Berkel  and  Lewis  M.  Reagan.  The  following  were  named  to  act 
in  an  advisory  capacity:  Elston  G.  Bradfield,  Earl  C.  Brown,  Lee  F.  Hewitt 
and  Glenn  B.  Smedley.  The  preliminary  booklet  has  been  mimeographed  by 
Chairman  Culver  and  distributed  to  all  committee  members  for  additional 
suggestions  or  corrections. 

HANA  PLANS  EARLY 

Pres.  Ray  Lefman  and  his  colleagues  of  the  Heart  of  America  Numismatic 
Association  have  been  actively  promoting  the  CSNS  convention  to  be 
held  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  in  two  years.  Already  several  of  the  largest  dealers 
have  signified  their  intention  of  taking  bourse  space.  HANA,  with  275 
paid  up  members,  is  one  of  the  livest  coin  clubs  in  the  country,  and  gives 
every  promise  of  staging  a record  breaking  meeting.  The  group  is  busily 
engaged  in  money-rasising  projects  to  build  up  a fund  for  the  convention. 

CAVEAT  EMPTOR 

The  business  of  manufacturing  three-legged  Buffalo  five  cent  pieces 
seems  to  be  flourishing.  Be  alert!  Also,  continue  to  exercise  caution  that 
the  I9I4-D  cent  you  buy  is  genuine  and  not  an  altered  date.  And  if  you 
buy  a 1936  proof  set,  be  careful,  as  occasionally  one  turns  out  to  be  an 
uncirculated  1936  set  that  has  been  highly  polished  to  give  it  a proof-like 
quality.  Don't  purchase  rarities  in  the  dark  ; get  under  a good  light  and  use 
a magnifying  glass.  Knowing  your  coin  dealer  will  go  a long  way  toward 
el'minating  the  above  and  other  hazards  incident  to  coin  collecting. 

AREA  CONVENTIONS 

The  Iowa  Numismatic  Association's  convention  will  meet  in  the  Worden 
Hotel,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  from  October  4 to  6;  general  chairman  is  Don 
Jensen,  Humboldt,  Iowa.  The  Oklahoma-Kansas  Numismatic  Association's 
eleventh  annual  convention  is  scheduled  for  the  Hotel  Tulsa,  Tulsa,  Okla. , 
October  II  to  13;  for  information,  communicate  with  W.  H.  Elliott,  pres- 
ident. 1907  E.  13th  PL,  Tulsa  4,  Okla. 

The  Quad  City  Association  convention,  of  which  E.  L.  Cavitt,  1420  27th 
St.,  N.W.,  Canton,  Ohio,  is  general  chairman,  meets  in  Canton's  YMCA, 
402  Second  St.,  N.W.,  on  October  13.  The  fall  convention  of  the  Penn- 
Ohio  Coin  Club  is  set  for  November  8 to  10  in  Sharon,  Pa.,  at  the  Shenango 
Inn,  Arden  E.  Gilson,  RFD  2,  Pulaski,  Pa.,  will  supply  additional  informa- 
tion. The  second  annual  convention  of  the  Michigan  State  Numismatic 
Society  will  meet  in  the  Detroit  Leland  Hotel  No.  22  to  24;  general  chair- 
man is  Paul  F.  Schilling,  17304  Lahser  Rd.,  Detroit  19,  Mich. 
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